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Re: IMPORTANT LEGAL MATTER - Prompt Attention Needed 
General Notice Letter to Potentially Responsible Parties 
Casmalia Disposal Site, Santa Barbara County, CA 

Dear Mr. Myers: 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency ("U.S. EPA" or "Agency") is spending 
funds to protect human heaith and the environment at the Casmalia Disposal Site, formerly 
known as the Casmalia Resources Hazardous Waste Management Facility ("Site"), in Santa 
Barbara County, Califomia. The U.S. EPA is sending this information to you because C. R. 
Bard, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as your company or organization) was named as a waste 
generator on one or more manifests for hazardous wastes sent to the Casmalia Disposal Site. 
This letter is intended to notify your company or organization of its potential liability under 
Superfund and RCRA for the costs of response actions at the Casmalia Disposal Site. 

Superfund is a federal program administered by the U.S. EPA. The Superfund program 
is designed to clean up hazardous substances that may pose a threat to human health or the 
environment. The full name ofthe Superfund law is the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, or "CERCLA". 

RCRA stands for the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, which is the federal law 
that provides for the management of solid and hazardous wastes. Under RCRA, parties are 
responsible for hazardous waste they generate "from cradle to grave" - that is, from the time the 
waste is first created until it is ultimately disposed of in accordance with the relevant laws. 

Under CERCLA and RCRA, the U.S. EPA has the authority to take actions at the 
Casmalia Disposal Site to protect human health and the environment. The Agency also may 
require parties that contributed waste to take response actions at the Site to protect human health 
and the environment. In addition, the U.S. EPA has the authority to enter into settlements 
requiring parties to pay response costs in lieu of performing the work themselves. 
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Designating a primarv contact to receive future correspondence 

The U.S. EPA is preparing a package of additional information to send to you or the 
primary contact whom you idendfy on the enclosed Primary Contact Designation Form. Please 
use the enclosed fomi to designate the most appropriate individual to receive all fiirther 
correspondence on this matter on behalf of your company or organization. 

Due to the large number of parties involved in this matter, the U.S. EPA can only send 
correspondence and materials to a single contact designated on the fomi. Please mail us the 
completed form within ten (10) days of your receipt of this letter, using the enclosed 
envelope. The U.S. EPA will continue to send correspondence to you until the form is retumed. 

Notice of potential liability 

Entities that may be responsible for the waste at Superfund sites are often referred to as 
"potentially responsible parties" or "PRPs". Because Congress intended that the cost of cleaning 
up sites where waste containing hazardous substances pose a threat to human health or the 
environnient be bome by those responsible for the waste, an entity may be a PRP even ifit acted 
in lllll accordance with the law at the dme it disposed of its waste. Potentially responsible 
parties include individuals, businesses, govemmental agencies, and other types of organizations. 
Congress identified the following four categories of potendally responsible parties: 

• The current owner(s) or operators(s) ofthe site; 
o The former owner(s) or operator(s) ofthe site during the period that hazardous 

substances were disposed at the site; 
• Parties that arranged for the treatment, disposal, or transportation of hazardous 

substances to the site (referred to as "generators"); and 
• Parties that selected the site as a place to dispose of hazardous substances and transported 

these substances to the site (referred to as "transporters"). 

The U.S. EPA has determined that your company or organization is a potentially 
responsible party at the Casmaha Disposal Site. This detemiination is based on facility records 
that indicate your conipany or organization is named as the generator on one or more manifests 
for hazardous waste disposed at the Site. Superfund encourages the U.S. EPA to setde with 
PRPs out of court, but also authorizes the U.S. EPA to bring acdons in court to require parties to 
pay for or perfonn cleanup actions. 

De minimis settlements 

Under the Superfiind law, the U.S. EPA may offer special settlements to de minimis 
parties. In order to be eligible for a de minimis settlement, both the quantity and the toxic or 
other hazardous effect ofthe waste that your company or organization sent to the Site must be 
minimal in comparison to the total waste sent to the Site by other parties. Based on current 
information, the U.S. EPA believes that your company or organization meets these criteria. 
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These special de minimis settlements provide significant. The important terms ofthe de minimis 
setdement include the following: 

Covenant not to sue - this provision is a promise that the U.S. EPA will not bring 
any future legal actions against settling de minimis parties regarding the Site, for 
the matters described in the settlement. 

Contribution Protection - this provision, a function ofthe Superfiind law, 
protects setding parties from being sued by other PRPs who have paid for or 
performed response actions at the cleanup actions at the Site. Frequently, major 
waste contributors will sue small waste contributors to recover their cleanup 
costs. Entering into a de minimis settlement provides protection from such 
lawsuits for all matters covered by the settlement. 

Payments and Premiums - the amount each party pays in a de minimis setdement is 
based on how much ofthe total waste the party contributed to the Site, plus a "premium" 
which functions like an insurance premium. The premium is the cost of transferring the 
risk that the cleanup will cost more than estimated from the settling party to the U.S. 
EPA. 

Reopeners - de minimis settlements include very limited circumstances under 
which the U.S. EPA could "reopen" the settlement and seek addidonal fiinds from 
the settling parties. These include discovering that the party is not, in fact, 
eligible for a de minimis settlement because the waste they sent to the Site 
exceeds the de minimis amount or is unusually toxic. 

To date, 454 de minimis parties have entered into a final setdement with the U.S. EPA at this 
Site, and several hundred more have agreed to participate in pending settlements. 

A settlement offer will be mailed to vou or vour primarv contact 

The U.S. EPA intends to send a package of additional information to you or your 
designated primary contact. This package will include a settlement offer to resolve your 
company or organization's liability under CERCLA and RCRA for disposing waste at the 
Casmalia Disposal Site. It will also include the U.S. EPA's assessment ofthe volume of waste 
attributable to your company or organization as well as your company or organization's cost to 
join the settlement. 

The settlement will be in the form ofan Administrative Order-on Consent, pursuant to 
CERCLA Section 122(g)(4), 42 U.S.C. §9622(g)(4). A copy ofthe proposed Administrative 
Order on Consent will be included in the package. Your company or organization will have sixty 
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(60) days from receipt ofthe package to review the offer and return a signature page and 
payment demonstrating its willingness to settle its CERCLA and RCRA liabilities for the 
Casmalia Disposal Site. 

If your conipany or organization agrees to join the settlement during the sixty (60) day 
period, the Administrative Order on Consent will become final after a public notice and 
comment period and approval by the Attorney General ofthe United States. The terms ofthe 
settlement and the steps in the settlement process will be more fully explained in the package we 
will be sending to you or your designated primary contact. We expect that the package will 
answer most, ifnot all, of your questions. 

In addition, if your company or organization agrees to join the setdement in principle, but 
believes that paying the total settlement amount would place it in severe financial jeopardy, you 
will have an opportunity to request that the U.S. EPA evaluate your company or organization's 
ability to pay the settlement amount. Finally, if your conipany or organization agrees to join the 
setdement in principle, but believes that the total volume of waste attributed to it is incorrect, 
you will have a limited opportunity to request that the U.S. EPA review your company or 
organization's waste volume assessment. After the U.S. EPA completes these determinations, 
your conipany or organization will be eligible to participate in the settlement at the initial or a 
revised payment amount. 

As discussed above, the U.S. EPA can offer beneficial settlement terms to de minimis 
parties who have contributed a small percentage ofthe total waste at a site. These settlement 
terms are considered beneficial because the cost to the setding party is small compared to the 
total cost of response actions at the Site and the settling party receives substantial protections 
from fiiture liability at the Site. 

Further information about the Casmalia Disposal Site and the de minimis settlement 

The U.S. EPA encourages you to leam more about the Casmalia Disposal Site and the de 
minimis settlement process by reading the enclosed infomiadon. You may also view informadon 
on our web site at: 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/r9/sfund/overview.nsf 

(scroll down the list of sites and click on "Casmalia Resources") or you may view documents 
related to the Casmalia Disposal Site, including prior setdements, at the following locafion: 

U.S. EPA Superfund Record Center 
95 Hawthome St. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
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If you have any questions about this letter, please call the Casmalia Information Line at 
(415) 369-0559 xlO, and leave a message. Due to the large number of parties receiving this 
letter, we may not be able to respond to your telephone inquiries immediately, but we promise to 
make every effort to respond as quickly as possible. Please be sure to speak slowly and clearly 
and include your name, the name of your conipany or organization, and a phone number where 
we may reach you. If you prefer, you may send an e-mail to r9.casmalia@epa.gov. 

Participating in the upcoming settlement opportunity for de minimis parties may well be 
in your company or organization's best interest. We look forward to receiving your Primary 
Contact Designadon Form shortly, and to keeping the person you designate apprised of fiirther 
developments in this de minimis settlement process. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Very truly yours. 

^ ICV^,U2TV, \ Cl̂ c\i;L.wv^-^ 

Elizabeth J. Adams 
Acting Chief, Superfund Site Cleanup Branch 

Enclosures: 
• Primary Contact Designation Fomi (Please complete and return this form within ten 

(10) days of your receipt ofthis letter). 

• Envelope for returning the Primary Contact Designation Form to the U.S. EPA 

• U.S. EPA Fact Sheet: "Casmalia Disposal Site" 

• U.S. EPA Fact Sheet: "U.S. EPA Small Business Resources" 
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